Name:___________________

State:____________________

State Float

The culminating project for our September reading unit on geography is a State Float.  Students will use a shoe box and a variety of inexpensive art and craft supplies to bring the individual characteristics of their state to life  in a “Parade of States.”  Our parade will take place in several SES classes, and floats will be on display at our State Fair event on Thursday, October 7th as well.  Don’t forget to vote for your favorites! 
Requirements:

Sides of the Float

Students need to decorate all four sides of their float using colors that are symbolic of their state.  Tissue paper, crepe paper, and construction paper are all terrific options.  A state “sign” should be created for at least two sides of the float to clearly identify the state for our parade viewers. 

Stage of the Float

Push yourself to be as creative as possible when decorating the stage of your float.  It must have at least two “riders” and these can be contemporary individuals from your state, or historical figures from your state’s history. Please recreate a famous building or landform from your state.  In addition, you must include at least 5 items from the following list:

Song

nickname

motto

tree

flower
Bird

animal

capitol
flag

resources

Agricultural products

manufactured goods
insect

Enrichment Opportunity
While you are working on your float, imagine what you might look like if you decided to be “Hawaii” or “Iowa” for Halloween.  If you dressed up like your state, what would you look like?  Be thinking about this and we’ll discuss it further later on in the unit.  

