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Willkommen! Thank you very much for being here today. You are about to embark on an adventure, in which you will learn to speak, read and write German and will learn about the cultures of the German speaking countries. I will guide you through this adventure, but you, the student, must make your mind up to accomplish this goal. Learning a second or third language is interesting, fun, and exciting, but it definitely involves time, many hours of study, and dedication. You get as much out of this class as you put into it.

Course description

Comprehension, speaking, reading and writing will be the areas emphasized in class. By the end of the year each student should be able to communicate ideas according to her/his level of study and use correct pronunciation as well as good language structure.

Curriculum themes

During first year the students will learn how to use greetings and introductions, talk about free time, food, their house, school, clothes, chores and shopping.
In second year, the students will study giving directions, movies/concerts, celebrations, healthy living, sickness and health, and fashion among other topics.

Third and fourth year students will be taught in the same class period and share alternative curricula every other year.
Expectations

1. ALL MOUNT SI HIGH SCHOOL RULES (see planner) will be strictly enforced.

2. Other expectations and rules will be developed and discussed during the 1st week of school and will be posted on the teacher’s share point site. Please review the rules on the share point site:  
http://sharepoint.snoqualmie.k12.wa.us/mshs/kecsenagye/default.aspx
Share point site

Upcoming tests and quizzes and bigger projects will be posted in advance both in the classroom on the board and on the share point site. 

http://sharepoint.snoqualmie.k12.wa.us/mshs/kecsenagye/default.aspx
Tardy Policy

See planner

“Each tardy may result in the loss of 1% of your overall grade in class. You will have the opportunity, within one week of being late, to make up the tardy either before or after school. ½ hour of make-up time is the equivalent of 1 late. This make-up time will result in the restoration of any points lost for a particular tardy.”

Grading Policy
Grading categories and distributions are as follows:
· 55% - Exams, tests, quizzes
· 30% - Assignments/homework (oral or written)

· 15% - Participation (2 points will be awarded to you daily when you come to class prepared and willing to learn. You will not earn these points if you are uncooperative, do not follow the classroom rules, you are tardy, do not bring material, or give unnecessary and/or negative input)
Make up work

If you are absent, you have the same number of days to make up quizzes and tests as the number of days you were absent. If you cannot meet the deadline for some reason, you need to talk to your teacher in advance. When you miss a quiz or test, you will get a 0 in the grade book. If you make the assignment up before the deadline, I will change that 0 to the grade you have earned. Otherwise, it will remain a 0.

If you are absent, you need to check with me about what to make up. Please do this before or after school so I have the time to speak with you. Don’t ask me in the middle of the class and please don’t ask me between classes as I am busy setting up for the next class.

Plagiarism

See planner for the plagiarism rules of Mount Si High School.

In German class, when I ask you to write your OWN sentences, it is NOT OK to use an online translator program. When you are asked to write your own sentences I want to see the words, the phases and structures you have learned. It is OK to use an online dictionary but you need to know the meaning of the word if I ask you. 

Using an online translator is plagiarism.
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Academic Advancement policy
A ‘C-‘ grade or better is required to advance from each level of a World Language to the next (from German I to German II).  If students choose to enroll in upper division courses then they are required to proceed from one level of a World Language to the next in consecutive years.
 
Students:

I have read and understand the policies above and will abide by classroom rules and expectations in the German class.

__________________________       

Name                                                         

__________________________       ________________________________

Signature                                               Date

Message to your teacher (what you want me to know about you)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN

My child has discussed the classroom policies, rules and expectations with me. I understand them and will support them.

__________________________       

Name                                                         

__________________________       ________________________________

Signature                                               Date

Parents: I will send out an occasional newsletter about the classes and the German program. In order to receive this newsletter, please give me your email address:

Please make sure your email address is readable:

__________________________________________________________________

Message to your child’s teacher (what you want me to know about your child, anything that would help me help you child succeed)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
